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Swedish Court on Tuesday, De-
cember 21, found no reason why
a Rwandan arrested in the Nordic
country last year should not be extra-
dited to Kigali where he is wanted for
crimes he allegedly committed during
the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi.

According to reports from the
country, the Supreme Court sees no
legal obstacle to extraditing Jean
Paul Micomyiza, 49, to Rwanda
where he is accused of involvement in
the 1994 genocide.

He was detained on November 17,
2020.

His lawyers, Thomas Bodström
and Hanna Larsson Rampe are
against the court’s ruling, reports in-
dicate, claiming that the legal system
in Rwanda has serious shortcomings,
a claim advanced by most defenders
of suspected mass murderers elsew-
here.

The suspect who has lived in Go-
thenburg, a major city in Sweden si-

tuated off the Göta Älv River on the
country’s west coast, for 15 years has
been in custody for more than a year.

He was arrested as a result of
Rwanda’s request for his extradition,
on suspicion of involvement in the
1994 Tutsi Genocide.

Micomyiza applied but was de-
nied citizenship in Sweden because he
is politically active.

According to reports from Swe-
den, it is now up to the government
to decide whether the suspect should
be extradited or not.

During the Genocide committed
against Tutsi in 1994, Micomyiza was
a second year student at the National
University of Rwanda, in the Faculty
of Applied Sciences.

In addition to being a student at
the National University of Rwanda,
he was also a member of a commit-
tee called Comité de Crise that was
instrumental in committing the Ge-
nocide.
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According to sources, evidence ga-
thered during investigations shows
the participation of the suspect in
crimes committed in Ngoma Com-
mune, in the former Butare Préfec-
ture (Currently in Huye District, in
the Southern Province), at the cam-
pus of the University campus and its
surroundings.

Micomyiza is accused of : commit-
ting Genocide by killing members of
the Tutsi ethnic group, complicity in
Genocide and crimes against humani-
ty (rape).

Sweden is home to other Genocide

suspects including Théodore Rukera-
tabaro who was, in mid 2018, given a
life sentence there for his role in the
1994 Genocide against the Tutsi.

Apart from Rukeratabaro, on Fe-
bruary 15, 2017, the Svea Court of
Appeal in Stockholm, upheld the life
sentence imposed on Claver Berinkin-
di, a Rwandan who acquired Swedish
citizenship in 2012 after finding him
guilty of Genocide he committed in
the former Prefecture of Butare in
addition Stanisilas Mbanenande who
was also handed a life sentence on
June 20, 2013.


