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‘A deeply researched and absorbing account of the ruling clique that orchestrated the 
Rwandan genocide. Wallis’s expertise and narrative flair are evident on every page of 
this groundbreaking book.’ 
Adam Jones, author of ‘Genocide: A Comprehensive Introduction’ 

 
The story of the meteoric rise and fall of a 
family group (‘Akazu’) and their mafia-
like network that terrorised Rwanda over 
two decades is uncovered in this major 
new work. Wallis uncovers how western 
governments, financial institutions and the 
churches blithely aided Akazu after their 
bloody coup of 1973. The culmination of 
their greed and thirst for power at any cost 
was the horrific 1994 genocide against the 
Tutsi minority. After 1994, the book 
recounts how genocide perpetrators have in 
many cases successfully evaded 
international justice, and now enjoy 
comfortable retirements in the very 
countries that supported them when they 
were in power. 
 
‘Everyone interested in the prevention of 

genocide and mass atrocities needs to read this book.’ Stephen J. Rapp, former US 
Ambassador-at-Large for Global Criminal Justice 
 
‘The content is sensational, a real bombshell. This book will be a shattering blow to 
all deniers.’ Gerald Caplan, Co-author Rwanda: The Preventable Genocide 
 
‘A compelling analysis of the critical role played by a core group of individuals who 
decided the extermination of a million people was preferable to losing their power, 
wealth and position.’ Senator Alain Destexhe, Secretary General of Médecins Sans 
Frontières (International) in 1994 
 
‘This pioneering study of how the Rwandan genocide was engineered is a much 
needed antidote to accounts that seek to turn history on its head.’ 
Stephen Kinzer, author, academic and former NY Times foreign correspondent 
 
‘The story of Akazu’s rise and fall and the failures of the international community 
makes for a deeply troubling, but fascinating, read.’ 
Maria Malagardis, author and Africa correspondant, Libération 
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