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PRESS STATEMENT BY THE UN HICH COMMISSIONER FOR. HUMAN RIGHTS
MR, JOSE AYALA LASSO ..
(4.5 1994)

| .
1. The viclence unleashed in Rwanda since 6 April 1994 has shosked the warld:
many thousands of nnccant civilizns have sulfered viclations of their mast basic hurman
rigins, large numboers of chiidoen, wornen and elderdy perscns were amang thase killed,
wounded, degrived of their belongings or forcad 10 leave their hamwes.  They have
become wietiens of 2 crisia that has daganseated g o Inuman sights diseser, deseribed
by many of thase who witness §tas ganocide, .

2  The High Commiuicoer has besn following the situmion in Rwandz with
increasing concern and requasted infaemation on the situation and suggesions for action
Fron 4 wide tange of UN Agendies, Programmmas, Special Rappontars of the Commission
cn Hurpan Rights, Chairmes of niosn rigins Treaty-based bodies, the OAU, the Aftican
Cotmmission o Hummr and People’s Rights the ICXC and non-govesnmental

3 The High Cammissioner afier cansultitions with the Secratary-Genearal bas decided
10 undertake personally & missica © Rwanda in the next few days. He will also visit
Burundi in axder © eontinue © offtr UN support and assistanca in the Seld of human
fghts, ,

4 Given the exteene grantty of e sinanion, the High Cammissioner bas decidad
1o 2all on the mamaers of the Cammission cn Huran Rights 10 aunsider the

of canvening the Carrission o Humwn Kights in emergency session 1o deal with the
buman dghts sitztion i Rwandd,

S. In crder to enable tive High Cornnlasioner 10 be infarmed contintiondy of the
evaohaion of the situation and to enztie himta talee aaion which would help cansclidate
progreas tawards ending vialzaces of bamgn dghts and rescring peace, the High

| Correnissicoer is explaing the pousihility of establishing 2 bumen rights presence in the
ares thooragh the sanding of Inimaz rights monitees 1o ccllect infaerastion and suggest
action whenever neceasary. N

6.  Tha High Commissioner ergxesses his concem ghot the nrman sights sinsation
of sefugess and urges the intemational commumity 10 provide generous dssistince 10
these Staas in the region which bast lage numbers of refugees ffom Rwanda soas
ésse their burden,
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