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NO SANCTUARY MANY OF RWANDA'S CHURCHES WERE BLOODIE D BY PRIESTS'
ROLE IN MASSACRES.

Julian Bedford - Reuters

Bloodstains and bleached bones around the chumdiiaahata bear testimony to the horror that overmieel Rwanda and
invaded its religious sanctuaries.

As in hundreds of other religious centers acrossthuntry, the genocide between April and Julyethtio stop at the wooden
doors of the church in Nyamata, just south of @yegital, Kigali.

Instead, machete and grenade in hand, it entegtdramv into its deadly embrace hundreds of men, &oeand children who
took refuge in the house of God, believing it wosidd/e them.

A deeply religious country, Rwanda is strugglingtone to terms with the slaughter in its church@issions and chapels, in
which bishops and priests are implicated and timelfiaf many churchgoers stained by the blood oflfreds of thousands.

"The Church mirrored society," said Roman Cathalichbishop James Griffin during a visit to Rwandaalier this fall.
"There were wonderful acts of individual heroisnd @acrifice, even to the point of martyrdom."

But at the same time, "there were priests who reethinactive, there were priests who were forcegdain of death to act
and there were, | admit, priests who committed dtnasracts."”

Many of the clergy - accused of cooperating with killings by troops and militiamen loyal to thevgonment of the Hutu
majority - fled in July to neighboring Zaire or Tzzmia as the Tutsi-dominated Rwanda Patriotic HfieRt-) neared victory.

Witnesses say one such man was Father Wendésiageshyaka, a pistol-packing priest who was in charge of &ain
Famille Church in Kigali, where thousands of Tusisight refuge. He, like others accused, has vadiamong the millions
who fled and cannot give his account. But witne¢skshis story:

The red-brick church complex turned into a deadp for many of the Tutsi men, women and childteay say. Hundreds
were seized by Interahamwe militiamen and slaughteccording to the witnesses, Wenceslas playeatave role in
weeding out young Tutsi males who disappeared #fegr were taken by militia.

"Father Wenceslas cleared the list of those tovbeuated by the U.N.," said Richard Nsanzabagawmiva,spent more than a
month at Sainte Famille before U.N. peacekeepeangednim to safety.

Others said that the bearded priest, dressed itargifatigues instead of his usual black robeslfy fled Kigali shortly
before it fell to advancing rebel forces on July 4.

A similar story is told about another cleric: Irethearby parish of Mibilizi, survivors of the ma$aughter say Abbe Laurent
Ntimugura helped authorities track down those twapted during the frenzy of bloodletting.

Laurent Nkongohli, of the human rights group Asation of Peace Volunteers, said the Church wasatmé for being too
involved in politics and allied with the former ggwment. President Juvenal Habyarimana, a Hutu evassassination on
April 6 set off the butchery by Hutu extremistsitwally controlled the church and packed it witlpgarters, he said.

"Priests were not chosen on the strength of coivistbut on their political acceptability. That wespecially true of the
upper reaches of the church hierarchy," Nkongatid.s

Vincent Nsengiyumva, Archbishop of Kigali, was alsmember of the central committee of Habyarimamegiisg National
Republican and Democratic Movement (MRND) party.

Nsengiyumva was killed with four bishops and eigtiests by four RPF soldiers on July 3, a day dfterrebels seized the
government headquarters at Gitarama, southwesigaliKThe RPF says the four soldiers were renegjaaieggered by the
killing of relatives in the area. One soldier waltekl by guards during the attack, and three esttape

Meanwhile, the priests who fled their parishes rrsamthere was no genocide. In August, 30 of thewtevan open letter to
Pope John Paul I, denying the massacres were gknacd saying they resulted from RPF "provocation.
The 30, including Wenceslas, demanded an end talklabout an international tribunal on the masssac



