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On April 10, 1994, the criminal
government continued to implement
its genocidal plan to exterminate Tut-
si throughout the country. The Na-
tional Commission to Combat Geno-
cide (CNLG) continues to recall the
highlights of the genocide, how it was
implemented on a daily basis, and be-
low how it was carried out across the
country, on April 10, 1994 .

1. The French conti-
nued to assist the ge-
nocidal government of
Jean Kambanda

Evacuations to Paris continued,
94 orphans (mostly children of FAR
soldiers) from the Sainte-Agathe or-
phanage, sponsored by Agathe Kan-
ziga, wife of the late president, were
evacuated via Bangui to Paris.

They were accompanied by 34

people, whose identity has never been
revealed.

On April 10, Jérôme Bicamumpa-
ka, Minister of Foreign Affairs in the
government of Jean Kambanda, met
with the French ambassador, Jean-
Michel Marlaud, and asked him for
the intervention of French forces to
”control the situation”. The genoci-
dal government pretends that there
are no massacres.

2. Catholic bishops say
they are saddened by
Habyarimana’s death,
but do not denounce
the genocide

In a press release written on April
10 by Mgr Thaddée Nsengiyumva
and published in French in the Osser-
vatore Romano, the Catholic bishops
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of Rwanda say they are dismayed fol-
lowing the death of his excellence Ju-
venal Habyarimana and shocked ”by
the number of assassinations perpe-
trated since that day ”

They do not speak of massacres of
Tutsi, but of disturbances, and do not
name the perpetrators of massacres.

They ”pay tribute to the Rwan-
dan Armed Forces (FAR) which take
security issues to heart”.

They ”welcome the establishment
of a new government, to which they
pledge their support. They ask all
Rwandans to lighten the load of the
new leaders by responding favorably
to their calls and by helping them in
carrying out the task they have assi-
gned to the new government, namely :
the return of peace and security, the
fight against hunger and negotiations
with the RPF ”.

This is a clear stand for the geno-
cidaires because the bishops support
an army which kills, and a govern-
ment which massacres the Tutsi civi-
lian population.

3.The massacre of Tut-
si in the Rushashi sec-
tor, formerly Rushashi
Commune

On March 10, 1994, many Tut-
si were killed in Rwankuba at the

Catholic parish, near the offices of
the Rushashi Sector where there was
formerly the Rushashi Sub-prefecture
and a court, in Shyombwe and also
at the Kinyari shopping center. The
place was called ”CND” in 1994.

Meetings planning the massacres
of Tutsi were organized in Rushashi,
some at the Bourgmestre of the for-
mer Musasa Commune, Havugima-
na Aloys and at the commune office,
while others were organized at the
headquarters of the Kigali Ngali Pre-
fecture which were led by the Pre-
fect Karera Francois, also at the of-
fice of the Rushashi Sub-prefecture,
at that of the Rushashi Commune,
at the Shyombwe Sector, at the EAV
Rushashi and at the office of the Jo-
ma Sector.

4. The mayor of the
Rwamiko Commune,
and the Sub-prefect
Biniga Damien exami-
ned the Tutsi at the
Ruramba Health Cen-
ter in the commune of
Rwamiko

On April 10, 1994, Tutsis were
killed who had taken refuge at the
Ruramba nutritional center in Rwa-
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miko Commune, Gikongoro Prefec-
ture. Among those responsible for
this massacre are Mugirangabo Si-
las, Mayor of the Rwamiko Com-
mune, the Sub-prefect Biniga Da-
miyani, Mutaganda, Ruramba Advi-
sor, Gafaranga Innocent School Ins-
pector in the Rwamiko Commune,
Nkurikiyinka Célestin, teacher, Kida-
henda Oswald, member of the Impu-
zamugambi from CDR, Kabuga Leo-
domir (CDR), Nkuriza Félicien, Nda-
barinze, director of the Mata tea fac-
tory and Nkuriza Anatole, youth su-
pervisor.

The meetings, organized by the
authorities and which planned the
massacres of the Tutsi, were held in
the center of Ruramba, where cur-
rently a market has been built, and
were chaired by the Sub-prefect Bini-
ga.

In Ruramba there is a memorial
of the Genocide perpetrated against
the Tutsi, in which between 1200 and
1500 bodies of victims were buried.

5. Tutsis were mas-
sacred in Ngororero,
Commune Satinskyi

From 8 to 10 April 1994, in Ngoro-
rero where there was the old palace of
the MRND and the office of the Ngo-
rorero Sub-prefecture, in Gisenyi Pre-
fecture, many Tutsis from the Satins-

kyi, Ramba and Gaseke Communes
were killed and in surroundings ; some
of them were burned to death in gaso-
line in these buildings in which they
believed to have found hiding. Many
meetings which planned these mas-
sacres were held in the offices of what
were formerly the Sub-prefecture of
Ngororero and the Communes Ram-
ba, Gaseke and Satinskyi.

Most of the Tutsi were killed on
April 10, 1994, and it was this date
that was chosen by the District to
commemorate their memory.

Among them are Rwangarinda
Berchmans, a teacher, and his family,
the trader Bizimungu Martin, the fa-
mily of Rukara and others who, after
taking refuge there, returned to their
homes. Tutsis were gathered at the
office of the former Ngororero Sub-
prefecture and were killed after mee-
tings organized at the offices of the
Ramba, Gaseke and Satinskyi Com-
munes.

6. Gako soldiers mas-
sacred Tutsis on Rebe-
ro hill, in the Mayange
sector

Rebero is located in the Buge-
sera District, in the Mayange Sec-
tor. In 1994, when the Genocide had
just started, the Tutsi who lived near
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Rebero, those of Mayange, Kiben-
ga, Mbyo and some of Nyamata and
others, took refuge on the hill of Re-
bero for join the local Tutsi and be
able to defend themselves.

On April 8, 1994, many Tutsi arri-
ved on Rebero Hill and gathered, and
on the same day they were attacked
by a group of killers but resisted and
repelled the attack.

On April 10, 1994, soldiers from
the Gako military camp attacked and
shot the Tutsi who were on Rebero
Hill. There were very few survivors
because the soldiers fired on them and
were followed by Interahamwe who fi-
nished with stabbing those who were
still breathing.

7. The extermination
of Tutsi at the church
in Gahanga

Since April 8, 1994, when the Ge-
nocide had intensified, many Tutsi
from Gahanga and various other lo-
calities took refuge in the church of
Gahanga. They were both Tutsi and
Hutu who had not yet understood
who was targeted by the massacres.
On April 9, 1994, the local authori-
ties and the Interahamwe asked the
Hutu to leave the church. And when
they got out, sometimes there were
Hutu men who came to recover their
wives and children who had taken re-

fuge in the church. The Tutsi were
not allowed to go out and on April
10, 1994 all the Hutu who had taken
refuge there were left, and only the
Tutsi remained in the church.

On the same day of April 10,
1994, the Tutsi began to be killed, but
they resisted and repelled the Inter-
ahamwe, who claimed that they were
stopping the attacks and that they
would not return. It was Councilor
Buregeya who then asked for the rein-
forcement of soldiers who would come
to kill the Tutsi using firearms.

On the same day of April 10, 1994
soldiers arrived and shot at the Tut-
si in the church, many were killed,
and after the Interahamwe came to
finish with still weapons those who
were still breathing. Almost all of the
Tutsi who were in the church were
massacred and the few survivors were
seriously injured.

The Genocide Memorial built on
the site of the church contains more
than 7,000 bodies of victims.

8. Interahamwe mas-
sacred Tutsi in Rwin-
keke, Karambi

In Rwinkeke in Karambi, in Mu-
rundi Sector, there was a Catholic
church. On April 8 and 9, 1994, many
Tutsi took refuge there. On April 10,
1994, the local Hutu, supported by
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Interahamwe from Murambi at Ga-
tete Jean Baptiste’s house, extermi-
nated all these Tutsi and threw them
into latrine pits which had been dug
near the church. At the head of the
killers was Gahirwa Appolinaire who
was convicted of the crime of geno-
cide, but has now completed his sen-
tence and has been released, as well
as the man named Gakwandi who
has never been arrested before being
brought to justice.

9. The massacres were
committed in other
parts of the country

Massacres were perpetrated in the
parish of Nyarubuye, Rusumo, 3 to
4,000 dead were counted. The killings
were organized by the bourgmestre
Sylvestre Gacumbitsi.

On the same day, the Inter-
ahamwe massacred the Tutsi in Ka-
rambi, Cyimbogo commune (Cyangu-

gu).
Between April 10-11, there was a

massacre in the church of Zaza (Ki-
bungo), more than 1,000 dead.

On April 10, the great massacre
took place in the parish of Kizigu-
ro organized by Jean-Baptiste Ga-
tete, bourgmestre of Murambi, 3,500
to 3,700 dead.

Conclusion
Since 7/4 Tutsis were massacred,

the killings have continued in the fol-
lowing days. The genocidal govern-
ment set up by extremists on 9/4
continued to incite genocide, moving
to all corners of the country. The
aim was to execute the extermination
plan that existed long before the ge-
nocide

Done at Kigali on April 10, 2020
Dr BIZIMANA Jean Damascène
Executive Secretary
National Commission for the

Fight against Genocide (CNLG


